
Template for research proposal: Critical Report

This guide allows you to provide an outline of research motivations and objectives identifying key research to support a discussion on a specific research topic.
Note: you should apply the Harvard referencing conventions in all sections.

1. Research Objective and Question
	A title's primary function is to define precisely and concisely the topic. A legitimate secondary function is to stimulate the reader's interest. Two-part titles are common: a main title to stimulate interest and somehow imaginatively 'encapsulate' the topic, and a subsidiary title to specify or focus the topic.

	Rendering Emotions : How VFX Shapes Narrative Emotions in modern Cinema.
How does VFX help in providing emotional and narrative depth to films?




2.  Project Rationale 
	Consider and explain why you wish to research the subject? A short introduction to the topic, why it is of interest, and why the research is worthwhile. Clarify the central question you are addressing, what will your argument, (your hypothesis) be? (Max 200 words)

	VFX is often thought of as a tool for spectacle, but its emotional influence on films is either completely ignored or underestimated. The aim of this research is to explore how VFX serves as a subtle storytelling device that helps in increasing the emotional engagement and enhancing the cinematic experience. This Study will revolve around films like interstellar, Avatar and dune, studying there composition, lighting and the atmosphere created by them, which in turn should help in understanding how these effects evoke different emotions such as sorrow, wonder , empathy etc. this project  highlights how VFX is an artistic extension of cinematography and narrative design. The hypothesis suggests VFX as not just a tool for spectacle/distraction but instead as an invisible layer of narrative emotion, character development and world building, thus offering insight into how VFX contributes to the cinematic experience.




3. Keywords and keyword phrases used for research
	Experiment with connecting key words and phrases relevant to your topic and research objectives on academic sites. You can optimise key words/phrase searching by reading around your topic.

	Visual effects, VFX, composting, immersion, emotional storytelling, world building, cinema.





4. Situate your proposal in relation to key texts, issues and debates.
	Produce a draft review establishing and explaining the views of relevant authors and how they can support the presentation of your argument to answer the research question. Use Harvard referencing (Max 300 words)

	Lev Manovich explores how digital media redefined cinema, suggesting that VFX is not just a Mear add on but integral to the cinematic language. Kristen Whissel identifies VFX as a “digital spectacle” that redefines narrative attention, similarly, Sean Cubitt emphasizes the potential of digital imagery through lighting, textures, and rhythm. For e.g. in interstellar, the depiction of cosmic phenomena uses physically accurate VFX to express human emotions such as longing and isolation. Other examples of this emotionally driven VFX are dune and avatar, critics such as Scott and Brody note the films’ ability to merge technological mastery with emotional intimacy. This study situates itself between media theory and production design, exploring how invisible VFX contributes to the cinematic experience.





5. Identify any materials or data that will be examined 
	Include names of material examples to be examined such as films, artworks, games, events, directors and artists, or any other relevant media. sources that might provide pertinent data or statistics to support research objectives. All material should be referenced using the Harvard Style

	Films: 
· Dune
· Avatar
· Interstellar
Supporting materials:
· the art and science of interstellar by kip Thorne
· interviews with Guillermo del toro on emotional VFX
· behind the scenes documentaries like creating the sandworms





6. Bibliography 
	List recognised academic books, journals and articles, that you may use to support the research you wish to undertake. This list should be referenced. Harvard Style – For guidance on how to reference correctly (using your UAL login) See appropriate examples on https://www.citethemrightonline.com/ 
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