🎬 Film Analysis: Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (2001)
1. The 8-stage story arc:
	STORY STAGE
	MEANING
	HOW IT HAPPENS

	Stasis
	The hero’s daily life before the adventure.
	Harry lives a lonely, miserable life with the Dursleys, utterly unaware that he is a wizard.

	Trigger
	An event occurs that disrupts the hero’s world.
	Harry receives mysterious Hogwarts letters despite his uncle and aunt trying to hide them.

	The Quest
	The hero enters a new world full of challenges and discoveries.
	Hagrid takes Harry to Diagon Alley, revealing the magical world, and then on to Hogwarts.

	Surprise
	The hero faces trials, builds friendships, and meets rivals.
	Harry befriends Ron and Hermione but also faces Snape and Malfoy, who challenge his courage.

	Critical Choice
	The hero faces their most significant challenge and must make a brave choice.
	Harry chooses to confront Quirrell and Voldemort to safeguard the Philosopher’s Stone.

	Climax
	The height of the story’s tension, the hero confronts the central conflict.
	Harry confronts Quirrell/Voldemort and prevents him from stealing the Stone.

	Reversal
	The results of the hero’s actions and the changes that happen as a result.
	Voldemort is defeated, Harry survives, and Gryffindor wins the House Cup.

	New Equilibrium
	The hero returns home changed, wiser, and more self-assured.
	Harry returns to the Dursleys, but now he knows who he truly is: a wizard with a purpose.


2. Character Archetypes
	Character
	Archetype
	Description

	Harry Potter
	The Hero
	The chosen one who must face challenges and grow into his destiny.

	Ron Weasley
	The Loyal Ally
	Harry’s loyal friend who stays by his side through all circumstances.

	Hermione Granger
	The Intellectual Ally
	The brains of the trio, logical, resourceful, and always prepared.

	Albus Dumbledore
	The Wise Mentor
	Guides Harry with wisdom but allows him to learn from his own choices.

	Hagrid
	The Helper
	Introduces Harry to the wizarding world and supports him on his journey.

	Voldemort
	The Villain
	The embodiment of evil, Harry’s ultimate adversary.

	Draco Malfoy
	The Rival
	Challenges Harry, symbolising temptation toward arrogance and prejudice.

	Professor Quirrell
	The Traitor
	Appears timid but secretly conceals the dark force working against Harry.





3. Harry Potter’s Journey Through Time
Before the Story Begins:
· Age 0–1: Voldemort kills Harry’s parents; Harry survives the attack with just a lightning-shaped scar.
· Age 1: Dumbledore leaves baby Harry on the Dursleys’ doorstep.
· Ages 1–10: He grows up neglected, mistreated, and unaware of his magical heritage.
· Age 10–11: Strange magical events start occurring around him.
During the Film:
· Age 11: Harry discovers he is a wizard, goes to Hogwarts, forms lifelong friendships, and confronts Voldemort for the first time.
After the Film
· Harry returns to the Dursleys for the summer, but now he is confident, proud, and excited about his next year at Hogwarts.
4. Summary
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone clearly illustrates the Hero’s Journey, where a young boy leading an ordinary life discovers his destined greatness. Through acts of bravery, close friendships, and the development of self-confidence, he confronts evil and uncovers his true identity. Ultimately, Harry is more than just a survivor; he evolves into a hero.
